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St. Leo The Great
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519

www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: office@stleothegreat.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget

Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak   905-655-3286  x 101

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – Friday 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (followed by 8:30 a.m. Mass)

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 4:30 p.m. Youth Mass

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from

the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage

preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.

Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.
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LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION
If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest 
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion, 
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week. 
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If 
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great 
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message 
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call 
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
This Palm Sunday leads us into Holy Week as we have heard 
the rehearsal of what is to come in the reading of the 
Passion from Great Three Days, known as the Triduum, 
consisting of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil 
and Easter Sunday. 
HOLY THURSDAY: The Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the 
institution of the Priesthood and the Call to Serve  7:00 pm. 
GOOD FRIDAY: The memorial of the Lord’s Passion 
and  Death on Calvary  3:00 pm. 
EASTER VIGIL: The Resurrection of Jesus!  8:00 pm. 
EASTER SUNDAY: 9:00 am. and 11:00 am. 

 

INCENSE: Please be advised that incense will be used on 
Holy Thursday, the Easter Vigil and the Easter Sunday 
Masses. 
SEATING: Parishioners are reminded that the Good Friday 
service as well as the Masses of Easter Sunday can be 
crowded so please plan to come early if you want to get a 
seat. 
EASTER VIGIL & EASTER SUNDAY: Often people will ask 
whether the Easter Vigil ‘counts’ for Easter Sunday.  The 
Easter Vigil, as St. Augustine said, is the “Mother of all 
vigils”, therefore, you have truly celebrate Easter if you have 
attended the Easter Vigil and it is not necessary to attend 
Mass again on Easter Sunday if you have celebrated Easter 
at the Vigil. 
 

THANK YOU Catholic Women’s League 
You’re Souper! 

Our gratitude goes to the women in our Catholic Women’s 
League who organized this year’s Lenten Soup & Bread and 
to all who made and donated their homemade soup, those 
who served it each week and to our three Catholic 
elementary schools who participated over the past six 
weeks.  Also, thank you to our parishioners who made a 
free-will offering which, through our St. Vincent de Paul 
society, will reach those locally in need.  Blessings! 
 

Life and the Cross  
I often will come across stories on the internet and cut and 
paste them and save them on my computer.  I never know 
when they might come in handy to illustrate a point in 
teaching or giving a homily. 
I came across the following story but it didn’t have a title or 
a reference as to who the author was or the source I got it 
from.  At first glance I thought that I may have written it as 
we share the same first name and birthday, but no, it’s not 
from me.  I did a quick search on the internet with the first 
line but didn’t come up with a match, so it remains a 

mystery who is speaking and sharing part of the story of 
their life.  It is written in a simple, straight-forward way but 
to me, Charles speaks of the reality of the Cross in his life 
and yet the closeness of Christ to him.  He addresses a truth 
I have been reflecting on lately and one that several other 
people have been speaking to as well, including Bishop 
Christian Riesbeck, the Aux. Bishop of Ottawa who gave us a 
one-evening Lenten retreat in the second week of Lent.  
Charles spoke of “experiencing” the Lord. 
We have embarked in our parish on the rather tricky road of 
youth ministry over the past two years.  It’s tricky because 
everyone who wants to provide ministry to Catholic youth is 
faced with things that work and things that don’t.  The hope 
is that individuals will benefit from the activities offered to 
the group and it’s slow, requires much planning, work and 
energy as well as time.  Yet the one thing that our young 
people need, yes, need, is an experience of Christ that is 
personal and real and sets them on a course which suddenly 
sees the world and their own lives differently.  No, it’s not 
magic but it is mysterious because it is encounter with none 
other than the Living God.  It is possible for people to go to 
Mass every week and be involved in their parish’s life and 
not have had an experience of God.  People might even 
accept this as normal and that we are supposed to live our 
lives simply trusting and hoping that at the end of the road 
of life we will meet Jesus for the first time. 
We are meant to meet Jesus in our lives now, not later or in 
some future meeting in the clouds.  I often preach this at 
funeral home funerals because funerals are as much if not 
more for the living than the dead.  A funeral can find us 
standing in the road of life wondering, perhaps even for the 
first time, what this life is really all about in light of the fact 
that someone we have known and loved is now simply, 
“gone”.  We start to think or are forced to reflect on the 
mystery of life and death and grapple with the question of 
what the meaning of this life really is.  People can cope with 
a “what” if they have a “Who”.  The God of Jesus Christ is 
personal and desires to relate to us on a personal level.  
Charles speaks of this in his experiences of the cross in his 
life but also in his prayers.  I have made no corrections to 
the text as it appears because I think it is beautiful in the 
simple way it is written.  (Fr. Charles) 
 
             Hi, I would like to tell you a story about me. I would 
like to tell you a little about myself. 
 My name is Charles, I was born on December the 
27th, 1965. As I grew up I had a few good friends. We had a 
loving close family. My parents raised us as practicing 
Catholics. We had a lot of faith in the Lord. When I was a kid 
we went to church as far as I can remember. We always said 
night prayers and had devotion to the Rosary. For awhile it 
was cool until I became a teenager. It was at that point that I 
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went to church only because I had to. When I reached my 
twentieth year I shy-ed away from the church. I always 
prayed but I felt that I had no time to go to church. I did not 
realize at the time that there was something missing. A 
couple of years later it was so much better when I went back 
to church. I felt closer to the Lord. 
 I was diagnosed with Muscular Dystrohpy when I 
was 18. I had symptoms when I was 13. I had many other 
struggles in my life. When I was younger, not a whole lot 
bothered me. I was happy go lucky. I took things as they 
came. When I was diagnosed it was no big deal at the time. 
I didn't imagine it would get this bad. As time went on the 
disease progressed and I wondered when it would stop. I 
never thought I would have so many limitations. My 
limitations are walking, talking, raising my arms, using my 
hands, holding my head up and swallowing. When I was 
younger I took these things for granted. A few other 
medical issues were added to my life: from the third grade 
onward I was teased and made fun of because I was 
different.  
 The biggest devastation in my life was losing my 
Dad.  
 I think I have had my share of suffering. I used to 
wonder when it would stop. I used to wonder what I did to 
deserve this; but that is wrong. It is easy to feel sorry for 
yourself. It is hard to offer up the struggles and pain and the 
crosses the Lord gives. I think the Lord has given me these 
crosses to bear for Him.  
 My Mom taught us, and I believe that the Lord only 
gives us as much as we can handle. 
 God has a plan for me and I just don't know what it 
is, yet. 
 I think the Lord wants me to accept the crosses; 
and, I say thank You when I am in pain and give the Lord 
praise and I ask Him for mercy. That is how I deal with it.  
 If I didn`t have faith and the Lord in my life I would 
not be here. 
 I would like to tell you one more experience I had. It 
happened to me three times in my life. When I have a 
problem I pray about it, and three times I was answered 
before I stopped praying and I knew they were answered. 
You cannot imagine how wonderful and peaceful it is. You 
can not imagine unless you experience it yourself: an inner 
feeling. Peacefulness. It is like, “wow!” 
 I hope you enjoyed my story; and I hope that my 
story has helped someone.  (Author Unknown) 
In the Holy Week ahead, may we all experience the Living 
God beyond the words proclaimed, the things we see and 
the people we touch and who touch us.  May the presence 
of Jesus become real and close as we contemplate the 
Greatest Love the world can ever know in Jesus Christ!  Let 
us make space for the Lord to enter our tombs with LIFE! 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Wednesday, April 10th  
8:30 a.m. † Shannon Frank 

There will be no Tuesday morning Mass. 
 

SAVE the DATE!!! On Sat, May 18th we will be hosting a 
mix and mingle, Parish Pot Luck, to say our Good-Byes to 
our beloved NETTERS! It will take place in the parish hall 
immediately following the 4:30 pm Mass. All are welcome. 
Stay tuned for more info and a sign up poster in the coming 
weeks. 

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES 
It's  party  time!  Come  celebrate  the  end  of 

Alpha this Tuesday, April 16. Bring your friends! 6:30‐
8:30 pm, in the Parish Hall.  

We would  also  like  to  extend  a HUGE  thank 
you  to  everyone  who  made  our  Alpha  Weekend 
Retreat  possible!  Thank  you  to  Geralyn  and  Frank 
Thornhill,  Lisa  and  Bill  Heaney,  Sylvia,  the  CWL, 
everyone else  for all of your hard work and support. 
The  retreat would not have been  the  success  it was 
without you!  

Calling  all  high  school  students!  Impact  is 
coming back next Tuesday, April 23! What is Impact?! 
It's  a  place  to  spend  time with  friends,  share  about 
faith,  play  games,  and  eat  snacks!  What  could  be 
better on a Tuesday night? All are welcome, so bring 
all of your friends! Tuesdays, 6:30‐8:30 pm,  in the St. 
Leo the Great Parish Hall. 

  Edge  is  on  for  grade  6‐8  students  on 
Thursdays,  6:30‐8:30  pm.  Come  play  games,  share 
about your faith and enjoy delicious snacks!  
 

BIG NEWS! Save the date for the Edge Retreat 
coming  up  April  26‐27!  All  students  grades  6‐8 
welcome. Schedule and waivers to follow.  
 

 

Upcoming Giant Garage 
Sale/Flea Market 

Saturday May 11 organized by the CWL, 
Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent de Paul 
and Mom’s Group.  This  is a Parish wide 
fundraiser to support the Youth Ministry 
at  St.  Leo’s.  As  you  spring  clean please 

set  aside  sporting  goods,  books,  pottery,  toys,  art  work, 
plants, knick knacks, china and other useful  items  to donate 
for sale.   Any parishioners who would like to volunteer in any 
capacity including children’s games and baking  please call 905 
493 4677.  More details to follow over upcoming weeks. 
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went to church only because I had to. When I reached my 
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yourself. It is hard to offer up the struggles and pain and the 
crosses the Lord gives. I think the Lord has given me these 
crosses to bear for Him.  
 My Mom taught us, and I believe that the Lord only 
gives us as much as we can handle. 
 God has a plan for me and I just don't know what it 
is, yet. 
 I think the Lord wants me to accept the crosses; 
and, I say thank You when I am in pain and give the Lord 
praise and I ask Him for mercy. That is how I deal with it.  
 If I didn`t have faith and the Lord in my life I would 
not be here. 
 I would like to tell you one more experience I had. It 
happened to me three times in my life. When I have a 
problem I pray about it, and three times I was answered 
before I stopped praying and I knew they were answered. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519

www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: office@stleothegreat.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget

Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak   905-655-3286  x 101

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – Friday 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (followed by 8:30 a.m. Mass)

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 4:30 p.m. Youth Mass

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from

the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage

preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.

Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.

Do it for your home do it for
the health of your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

OSHAWA
F U N E R A L

H O M E

TOYOTA Co.
SALES � PARTS � SERVICE

David
Marshall

Sales &
Leasing

1025 Dundas Street West
1-866-386-4792

david.marshall@whitby.toyota.ca

Baldwin
Animal

Hospital

Daniel Baturensky, DVM
4160 Baldwin St. S. Unit 13, Whitby

P 905-655-CATS  905-655-BARK

Brooklin
Dental Centre

Dr. Austin Saldanha
Parishioner

Care for your entire family

INVISALIGN
SENIORS

DISCOUNT
42 Baldwin Street
905-655-3385

brooklindentalcentre.com

Serving our Community with Compassion

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes
Managing Director

Family owned and operated since 1863
905.655.3662

BARNES MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Accounting • Bookkeeping • Personal & Corporate Taxes
Alan Hogan  905.655.8556

Funeral Director – Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION
If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest 
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion, 
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week. 
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If 
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great 
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message 
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call 
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.

THE PERFECT TO ADVERTISESPOTSPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

YOUR BUSINESS!

82 Centre St. N.  905-432-2882

The Cherub's Cupboard
Catholic Books & Gifts

for all occasions
Religious Articles

www.cherubscupboard.com

Eat
Shop

Spend
and Enjoy

LOCAL

St. Leo the Great CWL

All Are Welcome

Jackie McVeigh
President

905-493-4677

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

St. Leo's
Knights of Columbus
Get involved. Inquire now!

Larry Hallihan    905 620 0351
lgba2008@yahoo.ca

www.StLeoTheGreat.ca/knights

ASSOCIATES IN OPTOMETRY

15% off with ad
31 Baldwin St.

905.655.6116

SPOT Brooklin

Optometric

Centre

905.655.6200
www.brooklineyecare.ca

38 Baldwin St.  905-655-3100
CorradosRestaurant.com

62 Winchester Rd. E.

Turn your home into a

Smart Home!

$50 donated to
St. Leo's

for every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

Chris Leahy

D U R H A M
SECURITY

 905-556-1801

In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Resurrection Cemetery
905-668-8912

Laura Kurucz, BSc.
Sales Representative

"Serving Durham & Surrounding Areas"
O: 905-493-5220

 TF: 800-496-9220
BuyandSellwithLaura.ca

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.999.5776
caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

Brokerage #10428

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby (one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

Traditional Massage Therapy & Holistic
Esthetic Services for men and women.

SENIORS DISCOUNT

42 Baldwin Street
905-233-8787    •    Siochana.ca

(Located in front of Brooklin Dental Centre)

TODD J. McCARTHY
B.A., LL.B.

132 Dundas St. W.

Whitby

905-666-0231

FLAHERTY McCARTHY LLP
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS




